340                       A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

The crafty tyrant has no more to do,
But sacrifice a favourite or two.
The mob are easily cajolM, and then
He changes not the mischiefs, but the men.

By this method, as I say, the Devil pursued his
interest in the world; when one generation grew
out of use, out of fashion, and stale, he took to an-
ther ; when the augurs grew stale, when the cheats of
the oracles were exposed, when the priests could no
more predict by the entrails, he sets his wits to work
to find out other ways and means, for the carrying
on his game: as,

1. By a kind of astrological magic, in which he
managed with a great deal of subtlety and art,
bringing the stars and planetary influences into
play ; and by an unpractised subtlety, the art was
then carried on with spell and charm, by words cut
in metals, and in stones, divining by the beryl, by
the amethyst, by the lustre of the emerald, and the
ruby, and by all the old superstitions brought into
a new rule of practice. This was called the talis-
mans ; or the sympathetic conj tiring-stone.

It would be too tedious for this work, to give a
long history of the delusions and cheats which the
Devil put upon mankind for three or four hundred
years practice of this kind in the world. I shall
satisfy myself only to let you see, by way of abridg-
ment, what these talismans were, and what the au-
thors of them pretended; take the description of
them, as collected from the best authors, thus :

Talismans, or Muthalsans, was the name of cer-
tain magical figures graved upon stones or metals,
whereof the anonymous author of a book, entitled,
The Talismans Justified, gives this description.
The talismans, says he, is the seal, the figure, the
character or image of a celestial sign, constellation,
or planet, graved on a sympathetic stone, or on metal
correspondent to the star. The effects which were